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SUBJECT: CODEL KENNEDY VISIT TO CAIRO 

1. SENATOR EDWARD M. KENNEDY SPENT WHIRLWIND 14 HOURS ON 
VISIT TO CAIRO NOV 18/19 DURING WHICH MET MET WITH PRESI- 
DENT SADAT AND WAS GUEST OF HONOR AT DINNER GIVEN BY DEPUTY 
SPEAKER OF THE PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY DR. GAMAL OTEIFY. HE WAS 
ACCOMPANIED BY HIS SISTER, MRS. SMITH. AND STAFF AIDE, ROB- 
ERT HUNTER. SENATOR KENNEDY'S VISIT, WHICH WAS BILLED AS AN 
UNOFFICIAL VISIT BUT FOR WHICH HE WAS THE GUEST OF THE FOR 
EIGN MINISTER, DREW WIDE PRESS COVERAGE. PRESS PURSUED AND 
QUESTIONED SENATOR DURING HIS MOVEMENTS, INCLUDING HEAVY COV- 
ERAGE OF VISIT TO CAIRO'S ORIENTAL BAZAAR. 

2. MEETING WITH PRESIDENT SADAT LASTED TWO HOURS. SENATOR 
KENNEDY LATER EXPRESSED HIS ADMIRATION FOR PRESIDENT SADAT, 
WHOM HE DESCRIBED AS OUTSTANDING STATESMAN WHO SEEKS PEACE 
AND, PARTICULARLY, HIS BELIEF IN PRESIDENT SADAT'S SINCERITY 

IN SEEKING TO SOLVE M.E. PROBLEM. UNFORTUNATELY. MEETING 
SCHEDULED WITH OTEIFY AND SEVERAL MEMBERS OF PEOPLES ASSEM- 
BLY FELL THROUGH BECAUSE OF CONFLICT WITH PRESIDENTIAL AP- 
POINTMENT. HOWEVER, THERE WAS OPPORTUNITY MEET WITH MEMBERS 
OF PEOPLES ASSEMBLY AND VARIOUS OF CAIRO'S LEADING JOURNAL- 
ISTS DURING DINNER GIVEN BY OTEIFY IN SENATOR'S HONOR. EX- 
CHANGE OF VIEWS BETWEEN THE SENATOR AND HIS EGYPTIAN HOSTS 
WAS LIVELY. SENATOR WAS ABLE TO CONVEY HIS VIEWS ON M.E. 
SITUATION TO A SELECTIVE AUDIENCE OF POLITICALLY SOPHISTICATED 
EGYPTIANS; HE IN TURN HAD OPPORTUNITY TO HEAR THEIR VIEWS. 
PREDICTABLY, WHILE BOTH SIDES AGREED ON NEED FOR PEACE AND 
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TO ACHIEV IT. NEVERTHELESS, WE BELIEVE THE EXCHANGE WAS USE- 
FUL TO BOTH SIDES. DUE TO SHORT DURATION OF VISIT AND FULL 
SCHEDULE, THE SENATOR COULD ONLY SKETCHILY DEBRIEF AMBASSADOR 
ON HIS MEETING WITH STATE. CODEL DID SUGGEST THAT PRESIDENT 
SADAT SCHEDULE VISIT TO US DURING TIME WHEN CONGRESS IS IN 
SESSION SO THAT HE COULD MEET WITH BOTH HOUSE AND SENATE FOR- 
EIGN AFFAIRS/RELATIONS COMMITTEES. 

6. CAIRO PRESS NOV 19 GAVE SENATOR'S TWO HOUR MEETING WITH 
SADAT FRONT PAGE PLAY WITH THREE COLUMN PICTURES. KENNEDY 
WAS QUOTED AS PRAISING SADAT FOR HIS STATESMANSHIP AND EFFORTS 
TO BRING ABOUT ME PEACE, AND AS EXPRESSING HOPE CONGRESSMEN 
WOULD MEET WITH SADAT DURING LATTER'S VISIT TO WASHINGTON. 
ACCORDING TO PRESS STORIES, SENATOR SAID HIS STATEMENTS IN 
ISRAEL HAD BEEN REPORTED IN AN ABBREVIATED WAY; DESCRIBED ARA- 
FAT’S UN SPEECH AS A "STEP BACKWARD AND INDICATED US ROLE 

IN SOLVING ME PROBLEM IS "NOT A MAJOR ONE." ASKED ABOUT US 
ARMS FOR ISRAEL, SENATOR REPORTEDLY REPLIED THAT ARABS, TOO. 
RECEIVE ARMS FROM USSR. 

7. DISCUSSIONS AT OTEIFY DINNER WERE AIRED ON NOV 20 IN AR- 
TICLES CARRYING BY-LINE OF AHRAM'S CHIEF DIPLOMATIC CORRES- 
PONDENT HAMDI FU'AD AND MANAGING EDITOR ALI HAMDI AL-GAMAL 
WHO HAD BEEN PRESENT. ARTICLES WERE CRITICAL OF SENATOR'S 
POSITIONS ON ARAB-ISRAELI QUESTION, PARTICULARLY WITH RESPECT 
TO HIS ARGUMENTS IN DEFENSE OF ISRAEL AND ON PALESTINIAN 
RIGHTS. AL-GAMAL S COLUMN CONCLUDED WITH COMMENT ON LACK OF 
KNOWLEDGE OF SITUATION ON PART OF US CONGRESSMEN AND NEED FOR 
EGYPTIANS TO CONTACT THEM AND EXPLAIN ARAB POSITION WITHOUT 
ASSUMING THEIR VIEWS ARE HOPELESSLY FIXED. IN THIS CONTEXT, 
AL-GAMAL FELT SENATOR KENNEDY LEFT MEETING WITH SADAT "DEEPLY 
CONVINCED EGYPT WANTS PEACE AND THIS IS WHAT HE WILL CONVEY 
TO AMERICAN PEOPLE." 
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